     REGULAR MEETING

VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

May 12, 2026
A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on May 12, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Morrill American Legion.  Notice about the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was always available for public inspection at the Village office from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.

Chairman Conrad presided and Clerk Schmidt recorded the proceedings.  Conrad directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Steve Engleman, David Purviance, Joe Conrad and Kim Schledewitz.  Also in attendance was Libby Stobel, Simmons Olsen Law Firm.
Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Purviance to approve the agenda as presented.
YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz that the minutes from April 7, 2026, Regular Meeting be approved. YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Engleman to approve April 30, 2026, Treasurer’s Report. YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Chairman Conrad asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.
Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve SDL Liquor Licenses for Rendezvous Days for the Morrill (Rustic) Tavern and the Morrill American Legion.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Johnny Wimberly presented a KENO request to the board for the Fun Day to be held at FoMo Park in the amount of $1000.00.  Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the KENO request in the amount of $1000.00.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve Elora Bleisch as the Library Director.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Purviance to approve a KENO Funds request in the amount not to exceed $3000.00 for flowers, soil, and containers for the whisky barrel flowers in Morrill.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve Ryan Feltes to the Morrill Fire Department.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Purviance to approve Resolution 26-02 for Directive to the County Clerk to place the local option sales tax of 1% on the November ballot.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Next on the agenda was discussion regarding the Electrical Rates Ordinance.  This discussion began at the last meeting and Clerk Schmidt shared that the rates are increasing .005 cents per kwh and the customer charge is going up $2.00 each month.  Member Hart shared that he is no longer in favor of this rate increase and would be voting against it because he believes any additional income to the Village will be offset by the hiring of a position that would cost the Village the same amount of the projected increase and he disagrees with the hiring method.  Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Engleman to waive the three readings of Ordinance D-385.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, and Engleman. NAYS: Hart. ABSENT: None.  Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Engleman to adopt Ordinance D-385. YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, and Engleman. NAYS: Hart. ABSENT: None.

ORDINANCE D-385

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA, REVISING THE ELECTRIC RATES: SETTING FORTH NEW RATES AS PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 54.08 OF THE COE OF ORDINANCES; REPEALING ALL PRIO ORDINANCES AND ESTABLISHING A DATE OF EFFECTIVENESS.

Published in pamphlet form.

Discussion was held regarding the consideration of membership to TCD.  Discussion was held about which membership tier would work best for the Village of Morrill.  Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve the Gold Category of Membership with a discussion with the TCD Director to see if a discount would be available because the Village does not have LB840.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Conrad to accept changes to the Employee Handbook regarding the Hiring Process for full-time employees and a formal resolution will be adopted at the June meeting.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Schledewitz and seconded by Member Hart to Adopt Resolution 26-03 designating handicap parking at FoMo park for the Farmer’s Market.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Purviance and seconded by Member Engleman to Adopt Resolution 26-04 for No Parking along Lucille, North of Webster for FoMo Park.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, and Engleman. NAYS: Hart. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Hart to ratify a Contract with Roosevelt Public Power District for Mutual Aid Agreement through May 21, 2106. YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Discussion was held regarding Memorial Tree/Flower Beds/Benches on Village Property and consideration of an application and approval process.   Clerk Schmidt will work with Libby to get a policy and application process in place for the June meeting. 

Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve the new billing quote from Simmons Olsen Law Firm.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows: Pete Cawiezel shared that Horsecreek Rendezvous Days is coming along nicely and it is getting closer.  Pete shared that he did attend the Farmer’s Market recently and that Silas, Tony and Dave did a great job at getting the gravel put in and it was a very easy walk from the parking lot.  He heard a lot of positive feedback from both the public and the market.  The Grand Marshal for the Parade this year is Kim Lessert.  Jake Gonzales asked the board how they came up with the proposed electrical rates and wanted to make sure the rates were figured appropriately per classification.  Jake also shared that the Village needs to consider utilizing an outside firm for the electrical rate studies in the future.  Jake thanked the board for doing a great job at keeping the rates low in Morrill.  Jack also asked if we knew where the easements were on Lucille regarding the resolution that had just passed.  Jake stated the entrance off E Webster onto Lucille is too narrow and needs to be widened because two cars cannot pass through that area and most intersections in Morrill at 40’ wide curb to curb.  Erica Curry shared that she doesn’t want the board to limit where Memorial Trees should be planted per the policy because if a tree dies in the City Park, a new memorial tree should be allowed.  Erica also shared that she would like to see the Tree Board involved with the process as well because they have a responsibility to keep an accurate count of where the trees are located and the variety of trees being planted.  Janine Schmidt shared that Rotary is looking at putting in a sidewalk along E Webster at FoMo this year and that the Rotary Club will share more information at the June meeting.  
The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  

The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Schledewitz and seconded by Member Hart to approve all claims as presented.

A Lifetime of Care Tree Service LLC - 12000.00, AT&T Mobility - 172.86, Action Communications, Inc. -

20.73, 525.00, Adeline Cuc - 70.00, Alexander Norton - 70.00, Alexis Cuc - 70.00, Allo Communications -

1055.35, Amazon Capital Services - 23.41, 79.48, 221.01, 44.96, 137.46, 123.12, 156.79, Ameritas Life

Insurance Company - 217.30, Angry Birdies Pro Shop - 1065.64, Attentive - 1032.00, Black Hills Energy -

42.34, Black Hills Energy - 124.67, Black Hills Energy - 914.65, Blue Cross/ Blue Shield - 22813.42,

Border States Industries - 399.00, 272.50, 272.50, 260.19, 2345.16, 234.78, Carr-Trumball Lumber & Do

It Center - 235.00, Century Business Products - 188.52, 20.00, 27.50, 111.26, Centurylink

Communications Inc - 66.30, 66.30, Colonial Life - 642.36, Contractors Materials, Inc. - 151.20, 45.00,

Culligan Water Conditioning - 137.50, DL Foods - 81.87, Dearborn Life Insurance Company - 65.36, Docu

Shred - 35.00, Dutton-Lainson Company - 1460.12, 2088.04, Eakes Office Solutions - 54.99, 244.00,

Enviro Service, Inc. - 30.00, Fastenal - 8.15, Gering Valley Plumbing & Heating - 870.00, Globe Life

Liberty National Division - 257.00, Guardian Insurance - 275.30, Halogen Supply Company Inc - 41.94,

Horse Creek Tire - 25.04, 83.95, Ideal Linen Supply - 92.87, 34.18, 50.43, 93.52, Intralinks Inc - 55.00,

14.40, 640.00, JL Remodeling - 200.00, Janine Schmidt - 67.93, Jason Fritzler - 444.91, John Deere

Credit - 199.92, 45.96, 133.10, 1881.81, 17.24, 331.14, Kwik Stop - 423.96, 488.72, M.E.A.N. - 63006.79,

ManhattanLife Insurance and Annuity Co - 1757.01, Masek Golf Car Company - 35.00, Menards -

1117.39, 108.99, 16.79, 1953.30, Misty's Concrete Flooring Solutions - 2000.00, 2000.00, Mobius

Communications Company - 40.00, Monument Prevention Coalition - 568.50, Morrill American Legion -

100.00, Morrill Hardware - 748.22, Morrill Supply - 931.91, NMVCA - 115.00, National Sign Compny -

219.32, 754.84, Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center - 142.00, Nebraska PrintWorks, LLC. -

129.32, Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc. - 275.25, One Call Concepts, Inc. - 28.11, PT Hose & Bearing -

55.32, Peaceful Prairie Nursery, Inc. - 363.92, 563.20, 144.86, 570.35, Quadient Leasing USA Inc. -

71.23, RCI Group II - 75.00, Roosevelt Public Power - 3688.99, 917.45, Sandberg Implement Inc. - 72.60,

12.07, 33.11, 103.40, Scotties Potties - 300.00, Scotts Bluff County Building & Zoning - 144.00, Simmons

Olsen Law Firm PC - 1274.65, 1274.65, 50.00, Star-Herald - 224.16, 13.09, Stryker Sales, LLC. - 85.00,

The Rock Pile - 443.10, 443.10, Torrington Disposal Service - 1500.00, 12803.00, 70.00, 2731.28,

Torrington Sod Farms - 228.00, Transwest Ford - 69.95, U-Save Mart - 1082.58, Verizon Wireless -

185.74, 139.20, 186.08, 139.41, Village of Morrill - 242.00, Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct - 200.00,

Visa - 1883.60, 821.21, WESTCO - 4865.45, 621.00, 912.73, 1382.82, WPCI - 431.00, 615.00, Wesco
Receivables Corp. - 647.50, Western Nebraska Joint Water Board - 8229.00, Village of Morrill Ref 88.69, 200.00, 200.00, S Castillo Ref 200.00, Freedom Mortgage Ref 111.31, Payroll 35005.71, 32363.09, 941 Taxes 9107.61, 8358.51, 9571.07, Credit Card Fees 39.10, 366.85, 25.90, State Farm Life Ins 346.50, Edward Jones Retirement 5560.00, Nebraska Department of Revenue Tax 2178.09, Village of Morrill Util 1972.33, Morrill Hardware Sup 148.31, USave Mart Fuel 102.00, Quadient Postage 250.00

YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.
The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on June 09, 2026, at 6:00 P.M.
The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Purviance. YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
The meeting was then adjourned at 7:11 p.m.

/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Joseph Conrad

Janine K. Schmidt



Joseph Conrad

CMC/Treasurer



Chairman, Board of Trustees     
